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The service is being provided from

the Heartlands Hospital site on

Tuesdays and Wednesdays by Dr

Nicola Wilson (Clinical Psychologist;

pictured left) from Birmingham and

Solihull Mental Health Foundation

Trust and will be provided for three

years.

From Susan, our CEO, ‘It is only

through the generous funding from

Amdel Medical Ltd that

Immunodeficiency UK has been able

to help provide some funding for this

new service, and we thank them for

their support.

Let others know you still need space.

 

Welcome to the September Immunodeficiency UK newsletter!

Hello Immunodeficiency UK member, we hope you are keeping safe and well.

Earlier this week we sent out a COVID update, which included information about

the third booster vaccine.

Although we are pleased that access to Ronapreve has finally been approved

for the treatment of COVID, we are disappointed that the government shielding

programme has ended. 

Immunodeficiency UK will continue to campaign for appropriate support for

people at risk of becoming severely ill from Covid.

Update on the immunoglobulin supply situation

Recent communications from the NHS (August 2021) have indicated that there

will be up to a 14% decrease in supply of IG for at least the next six months.

Some immunoglobulin products are impacted more than others, and this means

that you may have to be switched to other IG products, which are in more

abundant supply, so that you can continue receiving your treatment. 

Clinicians, pharmacists and Immunoglobulin Assessment Panels have been

provided with guidance, endorsed by the body representing medical

professionals, the UK Primary Immunodeficiency Network (UKPIN), on how to

manage the short fall. Switching, where needed, will be made following your

consent and in discussion with your clinical team, who will support you

throughout the process. It is our understanding that you will be given an NHS

patient information leaflet describing why this is happening and what this means

for you. Immunodeficiency UK unfortunately cannot signpost you to the NHS

leaflet as yet, but our own leaflet on switching may be helpful to you. 

Read more at Immunodeficiency UK - Immunoglobulin availability - impact of

COVID

Immunodeficiency UK is helping support a psychology
service

We are delighted to announce that an Immunology Psychology Service is being

established at University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust.

Dr Nicola Wilson said: “We know that living with long term health conditions and

conditions which affect the immune system can impact upon people’s emotional

wellbeing in many ways, so it is a wonderful opportunity to be able to offer a

service to help patients with this aspect of living with their condition.” The new

service is intended to provide specialist psychological support and therapy for

patients living with immunodeficiency and hereditary angioedema, and to

support the wider Immunology Team in their ongoing delivery of psychologically

informed care. 

Dr Aarn Huissoon, Clinical Lead for Immunology and Allergy at the Trust, said:

“We’re really pleased to finally have this service available for our patients. Nicola

will be working closely with the team and colleagues around the country to

ensure that our patients benefit as much as possible from her expertise. We’re

very grateful for generous sponsorship from a number of patient organisations

that has helped to make this possible.”

We know that patients badly need psychological support services to help them

manage living with these life-long chronic conditions, and the need is now so

much more as the community deals with the impact of Covid. Mental health

provision for our community within the NHS is woefully lacking, so in addition to

being of direct benefit to patients we hope this new initiative will help other

centres make the business case for providing psychological services in other

hospitals. It would be a tremendous step forward if there was a specific

psychological support service linked to every immunology service and this

should form part of NHS plans to drive up standards of care for people with

primary and secondary immunodeficiency’.

Support Immunodeficiency UK with easyfundraising

We’ve registered with easyfundraising, which means over 4,000 shops and sites

will now donate to us for FREE every time you use easyfundraising to shop with

them.

These donations will help SO MUCH, so please sign up to support us – it’s

completely FREE and very quick and simple to do.

Register Now

'Please Stand Back' Pin Badges

 

http://www.immunodeficiencyuk.org/aboutus
http://www.immunodeficiencyuk.org/donate
http://www.immunodeficiencyuk.org/getinvolved
http://www.immunodeficiencyuk.org/static/media/up/switchingimmunoglobulinedition2.pdf
http://www.immunodeficiencyuk.org/whatarepids/treatment/immunoglobulinreplacementtherapy/igavailabiity
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/immunodeficiencyuk/


To request your free pin badge,

please send your name and address

to jen.rush@immunodeficiencyuk.org. 

Thank you to everyone who has

recently raised funds and donated to

Immunodeficiency UK.

Your generosity enables us to

continue to support families and

individuals affected by

immunodeficiency. We are extremely

grateful for all your support. 

Facebook Twitter Instagram

Opticom Survey - Thank You!

A huge thank you to everyone who took part in the Opticom survey and donated

their participation fee to Immunodeficiency UK. 

We received £300 on your behalf, which will help us continue to support

individuals and families affected by immunodeficiency. 

Funding for Immunodeficiency UK 

This month we were delighted to receive unrestricted grant awards from

Renishaw Ltd and Orchard Therapeutics in support of our work. Thank you.

Also, many thanks to Biotest Ltd who will continue to sponsor the printing and

distribution of some of our condition-specific booklets. Immunodeficiency UK is

extremely grateful for all your support.

Thank you for supporting Immunodeficiency UK 

If you would like to make a donation to Immunodeficiency UK, please visit the

donation page of our website. 

Donate

Take care and stay safe,
Best Wishes,
Susan & Jen,

The Immunodeficiency UK Team
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